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10th Industry-Academia-Government Collaboration Contribution Awards: 

CMP is awarded the Minister of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism Prize  

  

Chugoku Marine Paints, Ltd. is honored to announce that, “SEAFLO NEO”, our fuel-saving and 

low-VOC antifouling paint, developed and practically utilized by project collaboration among 

industry, academia and government, aiming to reduce Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) and hull 

resistance, received the prize by the Minister of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism at the 

10th Industry-Academia-Government Collaboration Contribution Awards. The case of “SEAFLO 

NEO” has been recognized for a significant and successful promotion of the aforementioned project 

collaboration. 

  

The “SEAFLO NEO”, with a novel high-performance hydrolyzed polymer which was jointly 

developed by the National Maritime Research Institute, Hitachi Chemical Co., Ltd and ourselves, in 

cooperation with the Nippon Foundation, the Cooperative Association of Japan Shipbuilders and 

Yuge National College of Maritime Technology, formulates a super smooth coated film with 

extremely low friction resistance immediately after painting. It has also realized the lowest VOC in 

the industry’s hydrolyzed ship bottom paint, and furthermore, allows us to reduce the amount of 

paint used by 30% or more and VOCs by 40 % or more compared to conventional paints. 

  

The smooth coated film, achieved by controlling the surface tension of the product, reduces hull 

friction resistance. Enhanced leveling performance (smoothness) by its novel low-viscosity polymer 

helps 3 - 5% less fuel consumption than conventional hydrolyzed antifouling paints. Regulating its 

coated film renewability due to a polymer balance effect has significantly improved antifouling 

performance compared with conventional antifouling paints, and thereby enables a long-lasting 

antifouling effect for 60 months or more. 

 

It is a great honor for us to have been highly evaluated and received this award, reflecting our 

commitment to the development and practical application of products that help prevent air pollution 

and improve painting work environment through the reduction in fuel consumption and VOCs. 

 

“SEAFLO NEO” has been already applied to more than 100 vessels. In response to the prize 

bestowed on us, we will further expand our product sales in future, and commit ourselves to save 

fuel consumption in marine transportation even further and protect the global environment. 
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